
SONG: PRESS START 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to “Press Start”, a musical fundraiser where YOU can

help your favorite video game characters gain more lives and play on. I’m your host,

Young Adventurer With A Green Hat and Boomerang.


PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
And I’m Princess Pomegranate!


YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(apologizing to the audience)

Sorry folks, Princess Peach was tied up this evening.


PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Ahem! All these heroes are out of rings and out of lives. But with your help tonight we

can raise enough gold rings to allow us all to play on!


YOUNG ADVENTURER 
You met the heroes, let’s meet their helpers…


YOUNG ADVENTURER & PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Ladies and Gentlemen, the sidekicks!


PRESS START: SIDEKICKS 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Oh no...the villains! 
(There’s tension for a moment, a standoff between the HEROES and VILLAINS. And 
then...) 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Great to see you! 
(SPIKEY TURTLE and MARCO THE PLUMBER embrace in a big hug.) 

MARCO THE PLUMBER 
(speaks in an Italian accent) 
Long time-a no see Spikey T! How’re the kids-a? 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Growing up so fast. Mrs. T has another litter on the way! 

MARCO THE PLUMBER 
No-a kidding! 
(All the HEROES and VILLAINS shake hands or high-five as it becomes clear they’re all 
friendly with each other.) 

PRESS START: HEROES, VILLAINS, SIDEKICKS 



PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Time to introduce these iconic characters you see on stage tonight, starting with…the heroes! 

PRESS START: HEROES INTRO 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Ahem! 

YOUNG ADVENTURE 
And now, the villains! 

PRESS START: VILLAINS INTRO 

LORENZO THE BROTHER 
What-a About the sidekicks?! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Plus, tonight we have a special lifetime achievement award for Pac Anne! 

PAC ANNE 
(Offstage) 
It’s Lady, Pac Anne! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
And now for the most important part. According to the ancient sacred Konami Code, if we 
don’t earn enough gold rings by the end of the show - all the characters you see here will be 
stuck out-of-play-forever! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
So sit back, relax, and remember - our fate lies in your hands.  

PRESS START: FINALE 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Tonight’s show is broadcast throughout all the video game kingdoms, but we’re 
especially excited about performing live, right here in [your town]. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Because our sources tell us that your kids play more video games than anyone 
else....anywhere! Parents, we thank you! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Tonight is all about giving, and to help explain how you can participate, let’s welcome, 
Evil Robot! 



EVIL ROBOT 
(speaks like an evil robot) 
To my left is the Ringometer 5000 - a machine I designed to take over the entire world! 
Muahahaha! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
(scolding) 
Evil Robot! 

EVIL ROBOT 
Just kidding. This machine tallies the rings that you donate. Our goal is 5,000 rings, 
because that’s how many we need to earn enough lives for everyone. 

PRINCESS 
Have there been any rings donated so far? 

EVIL ROBOT 
(tapping a control panel on her arm) 
Calculating...calculating...calculating...we have earned....(SFX).....535 rings...which is 
10.7 percent of our goal. 
(EVIL ROBOT moves the flag up the Ringometer to the appropriate number). 

PRINCESS 
We’re on our way! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Now we know what you may be thinking; how did we get all these famous video game 
characters together, in one room, for this special event? 

PRINCESS 
It all began one morning when the sidekick Little Mushroom went to check-in on her 
hero, Marco the Plumber… 

SCENE 1: PUT ON A SHOW FLASHBACK 
(Underscoring begins as the stage transforms into a flashback. MARCO THE 
PLUMBER is slouching on a chair facing the audience, eating potato chips, flipping 
channels on an imaginary remote. There’s empty bottles of ketchup on the floor. LITTLE 
MUSHROOM comes to the imaginary door and knocks.) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM  
(very positive, lots of energy) 
Hey, Marco! 
(no answer...she knocks again) 
Marco, I know you’re in there, I can hear your crunching. 
(no answer, she cautiously opens the imaginary door and lets herself in, she sees 
MARCO slumped in the chair) 
There you are! Hey want to go take the cart around the racetrack today...what do you 
say? 



MARCO 
(dramatically) 
What’s-a the point?! I’ve been out of play-a forever! Can you pass me that bottle of 
ketchup? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(reluctantly grabbing the ketchup and bringing it to him) 
Here ya go...how many bottles of ketchup have you gone through? You gotta take it 
easy on that stuff! 

MARCO 
(pouring ketchup on his potato chips) 
Who-a cares, I have no rings, I have no-a lives...there’s nothing left...but ketchup! 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
You know, just ‘cause you’re out of play doesn’t mean you have to stay all cooped up in 
here. 

MARCO 
(breaking down into a crying tantrum) 
Cooped up? Koop-as?! Oh, how I miss-a the Koopas! 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(to herself, inching her way out) 
Oh Marco, I hate seeing you this way. 

(LITTLE MUSHROOM exits the imaginary door and sees LORENZO THE 
BROTHER and PAWS THE FOX walking across the stage.) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Lorenzo the Brother, Paws the Fox! I just came from Marco’s house - being out of play is 
really getting to him. 

LORENZO 
Potato chips and ketchup? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
How’d you know? 

LORENZO 
It’s a-family thing. 

PAWS THE FOX 
It’s not just Marco, Speedy too! He’s broken three treadmills since being out of play. 
He’s got way too much energy, and no where to use it! 

(FAIRY GUIDE, HELPFUL DINOSAUR and K9 walk by) 



K9 
You guys talking about the heroes being out of play? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM, LORENZO, PAWS 
Uh huh. 

K9 
It’s been ruuuff! MegaKid calls me every 5 minutes wanting to hang out. I mean, I’m a 
loyal companion, but that’s a little much! 

FAIRY GUIDE 
If only they’d invested ten percent of their rings like I advised them to. 

HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
Well, we gotta do something. For their sake AND ours! 
(Thinking music starts.) 

PAWS 
What could we possibly do to help the heroes earn more rings? 

K9 
I know, we could have a bake sale! 

ALL SIDEKICKS 
Nahh. 

FAIRY GUIDE 
We could do a car wash. 

ALL 
Nahh. 

LORENZO 
Bingo night? 
(They consider it for a second.) 

ALL 
Nahh. 

PAWS 
It’s gotta be something BIG, something GRAND, something…SHOW-Y. 



PUT ON A SHOW 
HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
That’s it! We’ll put on a show!


ALL 
Yea!


PUT ON A SHOW: PART 1


HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
We’re going to need some help.


LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Yea we can’t do it alone, we’re only sidekicks.


FAIRY GUIDE 
Let’s ask the villains to join us! They’re at their weekly book club right now!

(The VILLAINS are on another part of the stage. The sidekicks head to the villains as

their book club is underway.)


SPIKEY TURTLE  
(in the middle of a serious book discussion)

...But let me ask you this...did anyone else see the hat as a physical symbol of the cat’s

inner struggle?


ALL VILLAINS 
Woooooah....

(The SIDEKICKS burst into the scene.)


ALL SIDEKICKS 
Villains!


K9 
We need your help to put on a fundraiser, so we can get the heroes back in play!


MAD SCIENTIST 
Back in play? But we’re loving this extra free time!


FAIRY GUIDE 
You’re not anxious to get back into the game?


GENERIC GHOST 
Are you kidding? We’re villains, and chillin’ is what we do best.


PUT ON A SHOW: PART 2


HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
I don’t think you understand how bad it is...

(MARCO walks across the stage, in a dramatic crying tantrum.)




MARCO 
I’m out-a ketchup! (sob) There’s NO...MORE...KETCHUUUUUUUP! (sob)

(The VILLAINS stare at MARCO for a moment, then look at each other, then nod in

agreement.)


VILLAINS 
We’re in.


HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
Great! Now we just gotta tell the heroes.


SLIMY ALIEN 
I’ve got an idea...

(calling out to the Heroes)

Hey look, free gold rings!

(The HEROES run forward excitedly, looking for the rings.)


LORENZO 
Heroes - we’ve-a come up with a plan to get you all back into play-a!


MEGAKID 
Bingo night?


HELPFUL DINOSAUR 
No, better! A musical fundraiser to raise gold rings!


SPEEDY 
A show...and we’ll be the stars?


ALL 
Yes!


MEGAKID 
We’ll sing!


KARATE GUY 
We’ll dance!


MARCO 
People will-a cheer and-a clap for us!


ALL 
Yes!


JOHN ELWAY 
This may be the best idea we’ve ever had!


PUT ON A SHOW: PART 3 



YOUNG ADVENTURER 
And there you have it folks, the story of how all of this came together. 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Alright, coming up next, we’ve got a special song that the heroes wrote themselves. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Plus, we introduce two very special guests. You won’t wanna miss it! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
All that and more after a word from our sponsors. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(holds for a second as the camera "cuts" to commercial, then rushes offstage) 
Make up! I need some powder....I’m feeling a little shiny! 

OFF CAMERA MOMENT #1 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(with a surprised jump) 
Ah!! John Elway, you scared me! What are you doing here? 

JOHN ELWAY 
I thought I heard something...hey, what were you doing with your feet there? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(trying to stand completely still) 
Uh...um...nothing! 

JOHN ELWAY 
I may be an all-star MVP football player, but that doesn’t mean I don’t recognize a time- 
step when I hear one. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
I...I.... 

JOHN ELWAY 
You’ve got some serious talent there Little M! Please tell me you’re performing in the 
show later. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Just...just the sidekick number... 

JOHN ELWAY 
What?! With that talent you need a solo! Center stage! The audience will love it! Did 
you even ask for a slot? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
No way, I could never - I’m just a NPC. 



JOHN ELWAY 
A what? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
A ‘Non-Playing Character.’ You know, a sidekick. Nobody really cares about us. 

JOHN ELWAY 
Take a knee, kid. 
(LITTLE MUSHROOM, after a confused pause, kneels down on one knee. Cheesy 
inspirational half-time music begins to play.) 
When you’re facing 3rd and 10 in the fourth quarter down by two possessions it’s no 
time to rely on the old playbook, ya gotta dig deep and go for the hail mary that could 
put ya back in this....you know what I’m saying? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
I’m not following... 

JOHN ELWAY 
Like a good friend told me, you miss 100% of the shots you don’t take. 

HEROES IN THE WORLD 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
And we’re back with “Press Start”, the magical musical fundraiser that mooches your 
money away. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Tonight we’re honored to welcome to two very special, surprise guests! Please put your 
hands together for Square Builder Eve and Angry Birdy! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
(aside to YOUNG ADVENTURER) 
I still don’t understand why they’re here... 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Trust me, it’s good for ratings! 
(Turning to the new guests, sucking up to them.) 
We couldn’t be happier to have you, thanks for taking time away from your busy 
schedules. 

SQUARE BUILDER EVE 
(acting like a spoiled celebrity, used to being in the limelight, carrying her infamous pick 
axe) 
I mean, I did have to move a couple of things around, but you’re welcome. 



ANGRY BIRDY 
(speaks in a gruff angry tone all the time) 
The traffic on [congested street in your town] was terrible! But I’m here! And I’m 
smiling! 
(turns to the audience with a painful grimace) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
So tell me, it’s been so long, what’s it like to have your game rank number one on the 
charts? 

SQUARE BUILDER EVE 
It’s pretty great. This ends in 45 minutes, right? ‘Cause I just started building a second 
story on my house and I hear it’s gonna rain soon... 

ANGRY BIRDY 
(looking around) 
Yea, it’s nice being on top...especially on top of a pig as as I crash down from above! 
(Starts making the following sound effect with his voice: a slingshot, flying through the 
air, a big crash, a big tumble, a “ahhhh help me!”...it gets very silly. He stops, everyone 
looks at him for a beat. And then...) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(working hard to keep a smile) 
Well, thanks for being here. We’re looking forward to your commentary throughout the 
night. Let’s move on with our show, shall we?! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Yes, please. Now ladies and gentlemen let’s welcome, the reason we’re all here tonight, 
the heroes themselves! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Now I have to ask the tough question, that I’m sure is on everyone’s mind...how did 
you all run out of lives? 

SPEEDY 
The truth is, staying alive is hard, hard work. Every time we’re in play we’re battling 
terrible obstacles. 

MARCO 
Molton lava! 

KARATE GUY 
Taekwondo masters! 

JOHN ELWAY 
The New England Patriots! [or any rival sports team] 



SPEEDY 
(acting confident) 
But it’s no big deal, we’re well-oiled machines. 

MEGAKID 
(raising his hand) 
Some of us, literally. 

JOHN ELWAY 
Yea, we’ve trained our whole lives for this stuff. Watch this...Marco, look out! Hammer 
brothers everywhere, giant bullets coming right at you, a lava pit up ahead! 

MARCO 
(reacting quickly and acting out the imagined scene) 
Dodge-a the hammers, jump on the bullet to launch over the lava! Wa-Hoo!!! 

SPEEDY 
Karate Guy! Two henchmen sneaking up behind you! 

KARATE GUY 
(acting out the moves as he says them) 
Back sweep, elbow down, round house kick - kee ya! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Elway! 4th down, you’re being blitzed - no one’s open! 

JOHN ELWAY 
(running the play as if it were real) 
Find the gap, run it up the middle, shovel pass to the tight end! Nailed it! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANTE 
That is simply amazing. You’re all so brave, and so strong. 

ALL HEROES 
(in unison) 
Why yes, we know. 

MARCO 
In fact, we wrote a song about that-a very thing. 

THE HERO SONG 

PRINCESS 
Well that was...breathtaking. Ok Evil Robot, let’s check the Ringometer! 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating...still getting donations in from Cloud Canyon...buffering, buffering...the 
wifi is a little slow....OK, our new total is...(SFX)...1,742 rings! 



COIN BLOCK BIT 

PRINCESS 
Wow, thank you everyone who has donated so far. You know, everyone is doing their 
part to help support our cause. Especially, Marco and Lorenzo’s 2nd cousin twice 
removed, Giuseppe. He has been punching an unlimited ring block since the start of the 
broadcast, and will continue non-stop until the end of our show. Giuseppe, how are you 
doing over there? 
(GIUSEPPE is jumping up and punching a foam block made to look like bricks with lots 
of energy and enthusiasm. There is a sound-effect for every time he hits the block. It’s 
steady and quick.) 

GIUSEPPE 
So far-a, so-a good-a! I’m-a just getting warmed up, hopefully I-a don’t have to use the 
bathroom! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
That’s the spirit Giuseppe! Keep up the fearless work! Ok, it’s time for another 
commercial break, we’ll be back with a surprising number from the villains, a word 
from our celebrity guests, and much more! 
(holds for a moment as the camera cuts, then...) 
Does anyone else notice this spotlight washing out my complexion? 

OFF CAMERA MOMENT #2 

JOHN ELWAY 
Hey Little M, this your chance. Go tell Young Adventurer about your act. 
(LITTLE MUSHROOM takes a deep breath and courageously begins to approach Young 
Adventurer.) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Young Adventurer, I was hoping... 
(MARCO comes bursting on stage and pulls LITTLE MUSHROOM away.) 

MARCO 
Little Mushroom! There-a you are! I need your help with the dance-a moves for the final 
number...is it-a, step-a kick? Or a kick-a step? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(patiently demonstrating) 
Step, kick, step, kick, bend, up, and pose. 
(MARCO repeats it.) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
That’s it! 

MARCO 
Thank-a you. I can’t-a wait to get back into play. I’m so tired of feeling like I don’t-a 
matter anymore. 



LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(softly) 
I know the feeling. 

MARCO 
What? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Oh nothing! I’m sure we’ll reach the goal - I believe in you! 

MARCO 
I believe in me too. Let’s just hope-a things go exactly as they’re planned...no surprises. 
(YOUNG ADVENTURER walks over to LITTLE MUSHROOM.) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Little Mushroom, did you need something? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Um....no, not anymore. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Good, cause we’re on in 3, 2, 1… 

THE VILLAIN SONG SCENE 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Welcome back to “Press Start”, the 8-bit fundraiser that is sure to tickle your pixel. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Well it’s time for our “getting to know you” segment. Please give a dark, dastardly 
welcome to...Spikey Turtle! 
(PRINCESS POMEGRANATE and SPIKEY TURTLE take center stage. YOUNG 
ADVENTURER fades to the back.) 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
(not over the fact that Spikey Turtle kidnapped her cousin) 
So, Spiky Turtle, what was going through your very large but empty-spiked head when 
you decided to kidnap my cousin Peach and bring her to that damp, cold, dark tower? 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Well, to be honest, it was a quiet Sunday. And I had always admired Marco and his 
brother, and that was this was the only way I could think to get them to come over for a 
Bar-b-q…. 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Haven’t you heard of a text message?! 



SPIKEY TURTLE 
I’m really sorry Pomegranate, but I treated your cousin well...nightly bedtime stories, 
turn-down service, homemade breakfast...my blueberry scones are to die for. Ask these 
guys. 
(The other VILLAINS nod in agreement as they begin to join SPIKEY TURTLE 
downstage.) 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
You see Princess, sometimes people overlook the other side of us villains. Take Slimy 
Alien for example - did you realize she’s a bird enthusiast? 

SLIMY ALIEN 
(shyly) 
Guilty as charged. 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
And Evil Robot - she won the world badminton championship last spring. 

EVIL ROBOT 
I’ve got a really strong serve. 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
And Zombie....well...zombie....hm.... 

ZOMBIE 
Rar raw raw raw....me like mushrooms!!!!! 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Anyway…you can see, Princess, we’re all just a bunch of regular guys and gals, looking to 
make an honest living. 

THE VILLAIN SONG! 
(IN A SONG SCENE) 

ALL VILLAINS 
Whew, time for Lunch! Couldn’t have come sooner- I’m famished! Etc. 

GENERIC GHOST 
Hey, what do you get today? 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Let me look…baloney?! YES! Gotta love Mrs T. Evil Robot? 

EVIL ROBOT 
Nuts and bolts again 

SLIMEY ALIEN 
I’ll take that over my snail and squid salad! 



ZOMBIE 
Peanut butter and MUSHROOMS!!!!! 

MAD SCIENTIST 
Well, I’ve got pastrami on rye with heirloom tomatoes, seasonal greens, and a chipotle aioli 

ALL OTHERS 
Wanna trade? 

VILLAIN SONG: PART 2 

RINGOMETER #2 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
You guys are the best! I tell ya, we have the best villains, don’t we ladies and 
gentlemen? 
(turns to the audience) 
Let’s give them another round of applause. Surely that number earned us some rings, 
Evil Robot - what’s our latest tally? 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating, calculating...whoa, the community of Skull Island really enjoyed that 
one....our new total is...[SFX]....2,966 rings! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Wow, we’ve reached half of our goal! Remember, the number to hit is 5,000. Rest 
assured, your donations tonight will not be wasted. 

COMMENTATOR #2 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Let’s check in with our celebrity commentators to see what they think of the show so 
far. 

SQUARE BUILDER EVE 
Well truthfully, it’s hard for me to wrap my mind around that kind of 2-dimensional 
life. It’s SO nostalgic...like...we get it, the 90’s were awesome...but c’mon, move on. 

ANGRY BIRDY 
These guys are doing a great job! Unlike those PIGS! Geez! Those PIGS with their smug 
little smiles and wobbly bodies! 
(sniffs the air) 
Hey! Do I smell bacon?? 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Yes, thanks for that very thoughtful feedback. 



YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Coming up, the sidekicks perform a number that will be sure to leave you with a smile! 
Plus, a special lifetime achievement award goes out to a very seasoned guest. 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
All that and more after a word from our sponsors. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(holds for a moment until the camera cuts, then running offstage with a hand over his 
bottom...) 
Wardrobe! 

OFF CAMERA MOMENT #3 

MEGAKID 
Hey Little Mushroom, do you have the fundraiser script? I need to take a look at 
something... 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Uh yea, I think I might have one in here somewhere. 
(she goes to look through her bag) 

MEGAKID 
Let me take a look. 
(grabs the bag from her) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Wait! No! 
(MEGAKID fumbles around, then pulls out her tap shoes.) 

MEGAKID 
(look of confusion) 
What are these? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
(embarrassed) 
Uh...nothing. 
(MEGAKID takes them out, puts one on each hand, starts clapping them together and 
tapping them on the ground.) 

MEGAKID 
Wow! These are fun! What do you call them? 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
They’re nothing...I gotta go! Give em back! 
(tries to grab the shoes from him) 

MARCO 
What’s-a going on out here? 



JOHN ELWAY 
(entering and noticing the scene) 
Oh hey! Toadstool, you told them about your tap routine?! I knew you could do it. You 
guys gotta check out her time step, it’s amazing... 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Uh... 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Tap routine?! Like, a dance solo? You can’t be serious?! 

KARATE GUY 
A sidekick, dancing...alone in the spotlight?! 

JOHN ELWAY 
Yea, show them Little M! 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
But... 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Yea, show us Little M… 

LITTLE MUSHROOM TRIES TO TAP AND FALLS! 

MEGAKID 
Haha! did you see that?! 

KARATE GUY 
That’s why sidekicks are sidekicks...not heroes! 

SPEEDY 
(while exiting the stage) 
A sidekick, with a solo act in the show...that’ll be the day… 

SIDESICK SONG: SCENE 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(still giggling from what happened) 
We’re back in 5, 4....run along Little Mushroom...your little sidekick song is up 
next...make sure your shoes are on tight! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Welcome back to “Press Start”, a fantastic fundraiser to fund your fearless friends. 
Ladies and Gentleman, let’s hear it for the characters who put the “Oh!” in “Loyal”...the 
sidekicks! 



SIDEKICK SONG! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Well wasn’t that just lovely! Aren’t they the cutest? Let’s hear it one more time for all of 
the sidekicks! 

COIN BLOCK BIT 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Now folks, lets check back in with Giuseppe, the cousin who has been punching that 
unlimited coin block without any interruptions. Giuseppe!? How’re you feeling? 
(GIUSEPPE is obviously exhausted and barely jumping anymore. The ring sound-effect 
has slowed down considerably and isn’t steady at all.) 

GIUSEPPE 
I could really use a power-up right about now-a! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Just hang in there, and remember, it’s all for a good cause. Evil Robot, let’s check the 
ringometer. 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating...calculating...our new total is...[SFX]...3,998 rings. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Well the night is still young folks! Please donate...remember, the more you give, the 
longer we live. 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
And now everyone, let’s dim the lights, take a breath, and calm the mood for a special 
moment in our show...the presentation of the lifetime achievement award. To present 
this special honor, please help me welcome Speedy the Hedgehog and Slimy Alien. 
(The lights dim. The music turns a bit slow and inspirational.) 

SPEEDY 
(speaking really really fast) 
Only once a century does a character come along that breaks all boundaries and 
reinvents the hero! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
(whispering from behind) 
Speedy! Slooooow it doooown. 

SPEEDY 
(a completely different suave and relaxed voice) 
Only once a century does a character come along that breaks all boundaries and 
reinvents the hero. 



SLIMY ALIEN 
She’s got an appetite like a hungry, hungry hippo and a heart that glows like a lite-brite. 
We couldn’t be more proud to give our lifetime achievement award to...the one...the 
only...PAC ANNE! 

PAC ANNE 

PAC ANNE 
Thank you? Lifetime achievement? I didn’t think I was done achieving things?! Why, 
just last week I got out of bed and made some toast - isn’t that something? I tell ya I feel 
just as spry and young as the day I ate my first power pellet! Watch this... 
(she does a little old-person dance, feels her back go out, winces in pain, but tries to 
ignore it and move on) 
In fact...wait...no...not the music! No, I’m not done talking yet! 
(The music plays louder and louder as MAD SCIENTIST and MEGAKID escort PAC 
ANNE off-stage against her will.) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Thank you for those inspiring words. We’ve gotta take a quick break but when we 
return, the moment we’ve all been waiting for...the final number, and our grand total 
ring count will be revealed! You won’t want to miss it. 
(holds for a moment, then when the camera cuts, hobbling offstage again holding his 
bottom...) 
Wardrobe! The tear is getting BIGGER… 

OFF STAGE MOMENT #4 

JOHN ELWAY 
Putting yourself out there, taking a risk - no one ever said it was easy. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
What was I even thinking? I knew they would laugh at me. And what happened? 
(A beat.) 

JOHN ELWAY 
They laughed at you. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
They laughed at me! Me, Little Mushroom. I was just being myself. Why do they care if 
I have a single moment onstage? 

JOHN ELWAY 
Well, the thing most people don’t realize about heroes is - sometimes we’re just as 
scared as you. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Scared of what? 



JOHN ELWAY 
Of not being a hero anymore. Of being gone from the limelight. When you’re a hero for 
so long, you get used to the feeling of being important. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
I guess the same is true for a sidekick, but like...the opposite. 
(On the other side of the stage, all HEROES except JOHN ELWAY are grouped together, 
nervously looking at the ringometer.) 

MARCO 
We’re still a lot-a rings away from our goal - do you think we’ll make it? 

SPEEDY 
I don’t know....maybe we should just face reality - with all the touch screens, 3D 
graphics, apps - no one really cares about us anymore. 

MEGAKID 
(desperately) 
What are you saying Speedy? 

KARATE GUY 
He’s saying maybe we’re not in play because no one wants to play us. 

SPEEDY 
I just don’t know how we got here - it’s like one minute we’re on top, and the next we’re 
old news. 

HEROES IN THE WORLD REPRISE 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
(bursting downstage with lots of excitement and gusto) 
And we’re back folks, with our final act of the evening! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Square Builder Eve, Angry Birdy - what are your thoughts going into this last stretch. 

SQUARE BUILDER EVE 
(not interested at all, polishing her pick axe, speaking sarcastically.) 
Riveted, truly riveted. I’m on the edge of my seat. 

ANGRY BIRDIE 
As long as any PIGS don’t show up and steal your rings, I think you just might make it! 
Wait?! Did I just hear an “oink”?!? 

SCENE 19: The Final Level 



PRINCESS POMEGRANTE 
Well folks, now’s your last chance to get those final donations in. And to get you 
excited, we’ve got a final number that will power...you...up! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
A song and dance that conveys the grit, the excitement, all the emotions of being in the 
final stretch of the game. 
(The whole cast beings to take their places for the start of the number.) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER AND PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Ladies and Gentlemen, put your hands together for, The Final Level! 

THE FINAL LEVEL! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(a bit out of breath from giving it his all) 
Evil Robot, please give us the final tally! 

SPEEDY 
This is it! 

MARCO 
Mama-mia - hold me! 
(All the HEROES bunch together in a tight embrace as they stare at the Ringometer.) 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating...calculating...our final total is... 
(SFX of rings collecting, then BLACKOUT! There’s murmuring amongst all the 
characters.) 

ALL 
Oh no!! What happened?!? What do we do?! 
(Dim lights come back on. PAC ANNE enters from the audience, holding a severed 
extension cord in two pieces.) 

PAC ANNE 
Muahahahaha! 

ALL 
Pac Anne!?! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
She cut the feed! We’ve lost our entire broadcast! 

KARATE GUY 
We’re doomed! 



PAC ANNE 
(walking through the aisles toward the stage) 
Muahahahaha! You thought you could just get rid of me with your playoff music, never 
to hear from me again? Well if you think my career is over, then it’s over for ALL of us! 
If I can’t play on...neither will any of you! 

MEGAKID 
Why?! Why would you do this? 

PAC ANNE 
Becoming a hero again isn't just about earning more gold rings! It takes more than 
that... 

SPIKEY TURTLE 
Generic Ghost, get her! 
(GENERIC GHOST chases PAC ANNE off the stage and through the audience.) 

GENERIC GHOST 
Woogoowoogoowoogoowoogoo!! 

SPEEDY 
Now we’ll never get the rings we need to play on! 

MEGAKID 
And we’re almost out of time! 

MARCO 
(giving up) 
Does anyone have any ketchup? 

SLIMY ALIEN 
Wait! There must be some way we can earn more rings...without the broadcast. 
(SFX: Ding! The whole cast slowly turns to look directly at the audience.) 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Live audience of [your town], you all have rings, don’t you?! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
If you have a ring, make some noise and hold it up in the air! 
(Elicit audience response.) 
I can’t hear you, make some noise! 

EVIL ROBOT 
(scanning the audience) 
That looks like enough rings to reach our goal. 

SPEEDY 
But we have to EARN them - and we have no more acts! 



LITTLE MUSHROOM 
I’ve got something. Elway, your cleats! 

JOHN ELWAY 
With pleasure! 
(As ELWAY hands over his cleats to LITTLE MUSHROOM, YOUNG 
ADVENTURER and PRINCESS share a concerned look, then shrug.) 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
We’ve got nothing else to lose. 
(ALL CHARACTERS fade to the background as LITTLE MUSHROOM, with her cleats 
on, takes center stage. She begins a tap number, slowly at first. ALL CHARACTERS 
look concerned.) 

JOHN ELWAY 
You can do it Little M. 
(The tap number progresses into a frenzy. Suddenly everyone is on board. ELWAY joins 
in with a clap and cheer. Then more join in. Then more. Suddenly the whole cast is 
dancing as the number crescendos into a final pose.) 
(The audience erupts. The whole cast comes downstage, congratulates Little Mushroom 
with high fives, pats her on the back, ruffles her hair, then the HOSTS address the 
audience.) 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Sidekicks, hurry, collect those rings! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Well, you saw it folks! The moment a hero was made. 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
If you enjoyed that breath-taking number, please donate any rings you have in your 
possession! The heroes fate lies in your hands. Just pass your rings to the aisles! 
(SIDEKICKS file into the house and begin to collect the rings from the audience.) 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(to Little Mushroom) 
Look at that - look at all those rings you’ve helped us earn. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
I’m just glad I could help. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Help? You stole the show! 

JOHN ELWAY 
I’m proud of you Little M, against all odds, you really came through. 



LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Well, I couldn’t have done it without you. Wait, are you crying? 

JOHN ELWAY 
Ahem, no. John Elway never cries. It must be sweat. 
(The SIDEKICKS bring all the rings back up to the stage and give them to EVIL 
ROBOT. ) 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Evil Robot, here they are - please give us the final tally. 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating, calculating... 

MARCO 
You know, even if we don’t reach-a the goal, I know there are lots of-a different ways to 
be a hero now. 

EVIL ROBOT 
Calculating ring total....calculating...calculating...the final ring total is, 4,999 rings! We 
need 1 more ring to play on! 

ALL CAST 
1 more ring?! OH NOOOO! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
But we have only seconds left! 

LORENZO 
What about-a Giuseppe? 

ALL CAST 
Giuseppe!!! 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Giuseppe, are you there?! 
(GIUSEPPE appears, lying on the floor passed out from exhaustion, with a coin block 
dangling over his head.) 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
Giuseppe, listen to me. We need you to just punch that coin block that one..more...time. 
(GIUSEPPE raises one arm a few inches over his head. The coin block gets lowered till it 
brushes his hand. We hear a “DA-DING!”. The FULL CAST explodes with excitement.) 

ALL 
Whoo hoo! We did it!! 
(There’s a loud SFX of all the heroes getting “1-Ups”, perking up and becoming more 
confident.) 



MAD SCIENTIST 
(running in from off stage) 
I fixed the feed - we’re broadcasting around the world again! 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
(back in host mode) 
Everyone who just joined us, listen to me. I want you to know all to know we just 
reached our goal, and can all play on because of this amazing little fungi. 

LITTLE MUSHROOM 
You mean fun-girl? 

PRINCESS POMEGRANATE 
Yes. This fun-girl has showed us that to be a hero you don’t need rings, you don’t need 
special powers, you need courage. And strength. 

KARATE GUY 
And tap shoes. 

YOUNG ADVENTURER 
Today all of us WILL play on, but even if some day we run out of lives again, we know 
there are many ways we can still be a hero. 

PRESS START: FINALE


